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"Open Letter to the Secretary of Education Designate: 
A Focus on Equity & Opportunity" 

This is an open letter with several specific recommendations to the Biden/Harris Education 
Transition Team and the Incoming Secretary of Education-designate. We are a coalition of 
American Indian, Asian American, African American / Black, Latinx and White Americans, who 
represent the eastern, midwestern and western regions of the United States. Our ages span 
from 18 to 80's, with more than 400 years of experience with students and public schools 
among us. 

We urge that the Biden/Harris administration develop a federal education policy that recognizes 
and builds on five fundamental facts: 

1. President Elect Joe Biden and Vice- President Elect Kamala Harris have promised to
bring us together as a nation and build on our combined strengths.

2. Young people represent an enormous underutilized resource for helping solve local,
state and national problems. Their insight, energy and creativity can be more effectively
mobilized to simultaneously help increase learning and motivation in schools, and help
reduce problems.

3. One of the most powerful roles the US Department of Education (ED) has is to
encourage, support and help assess educational changes developed in states and local
communities.

4. There are a vast array of traditional district and public charter schools within the U.S.
that are doing great work with students, and their families. The US ED has recognized
these schools for more than 20 years via its "Blue Ribbon Schools" program.

5. In addition to a number of community and local leaders many of the nation's most
powerful, wealthy people and funders are interested in improving the quality of our public
schools.

There is both considerable agreement and substantial controversy about how to best support 
student success in preschool, K-12 and through college/university. However, by grounding your 
work in the above fundamental facts, and the six recommendations below, the Biden/ Harris 
team will help maximize and expand some of the most effective programs that have been 
developed - by educators, communities, foundations and researchers. We recognize that there 
are many other important issues you'll work on, such as: supporting programs for students who 
qualify for disability services, students who are English language learners, and for youngsters 
under age five. But we as a coalition have chosen to focus on the following: 

1. CREATING A NATIONAL TASK FORCE THAT FOCUSES ON SHARING BEST
PRACTICES FROM THE MOST EFFECTIVE SCHOOLS: Create a national task force
that reports to the Biden/ Harris team in six months or less, to recommend ways that we
can more effectively learn from the nation's most effective schools - district, charter,
private and parochial. There are great public district schools and not-so-good district
schools; great charter schools and not-so-good charters. The U.S Department of














