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The NUA began working with Eden Prairie in 2006 and has led districtwide professional 
development efforts that include demonstrating lesson plans, leadership training and 
summer institutes.  
 
“It’s great to be able to celebrate rising test scores for all of our students, but we are just 
as proud of how we got here,” Superintendent Krull said. “We didn’t focus on remediation 
and drill-and-kill strategies that turn off students and teachers. One of the many things 
that NUA has helped us do is identify strategies that work for students in gifted programs 
and apply those approaches to create equitable learning environments for all students.” 
 
Eden Prairie also uses performance data in ways that often are ignored by most schools 
and districts. Through NUA-led professional development, Eden Prairie helped change 
how teachers think about performance data. Rather than draw on data to reinforce 
student weaknesses and encourage extra remediation, Eden Prairie teachers use data 
to identify where students are strong and what motivates them. They then build on those 
themes through classroom instruction and activities to build on strengths while also 
addressing areas of weakness.  

“Using data in this way is also very common for students in gifted and talented 
programs, where innovative and personalized instruction and projects are the norm,” 
said Cooper. “Eden Prairie stands out for its commitment to bringing these approaches 
to all of its students. I’m confident that more progress lies ahead this school year.” 

##### 
 

Based in Syosset, NY and founded in 1989 at Teachers College, Columbia University, 
the National Urban Alliance for Effective Education provides student-focused 
professional development, advocacy and organizational guidance to expand and 
accelerate student achievement. NUA works with teachers, school administrators and 
communities to identify strengths to leverage the needs and break down barriers to 
achievement and transform schools. 
 


